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SUBJECT: INFORMATION REQUEST ON ZAIRE SITUATION 
REF: USNATO 1574 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOLLOWING INTENDED FOR YOUR USE IN DISCUSSION AT 
MARCH 22 PERMREPS LUNCHEON. TALKING POINTS FOLLOW IN 
SEPTEL. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTAINED IN EMBASSY 
KINSHASA SITREPS, ALL OF WHICH ARE AVAILABLE FROM EMBASSY 
BRUSSELS. 

2. DIPLOMATIC FRONT: LAST WEEK, GOZ APPROACHED US SEEKING 
OUR VIEWS ON ADVISABILITY REQUESTING OAU INVESTIGATION OF 
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SHABA SITUATION. SPECIFICALLY, GOZ CONSIDERED REQUESTING 
OAU TO SEND INVESTIGATING TEAM TO SHABA TO A) VERIFY GOZ 
CHARGES OF ARMED AGGRESSION FROM ANGOLA, AND B) CONTROL 
FLOW OF MEN AND SUPPLIES ACROSS BORDER. WE REPLIED THAT, 

IN OUR VIEW, GOZ PLA; OF ACTION WAS SENSIBLE AND SHOULD BE 
TRIED BEFORE GOZ APPROACHED UN SECURITY COUNCIL. 
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3. THIS PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION WAS, HOWEVER, OVERTAKEN 
BY EVENTS. ON MARCH 18, ZAIRE ASKED NIGERIA TO ATTEMPT 
MEDIATION ROLE AND NIGERIA ACCEPTED THIS OFFER. FOR OUR 
PART, WE ARE TELLING BOTH NIGERIA AND ZAIRE THAT WE 
SUPPORT NIGERIAN INVOLVEMENT IN AN ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE 
AFRICAN SOLUTION TO THE CRISIS. NIGERIAN FORNMIN GARBA 

IS MEETING WITH SECRETARY VANCE IN WASHINGTON TODAY TO 
DISCUSS ZAIRE SITUATION. NIGERIA HAS ALSO DISPATCHED AN 
ENVOY TO LUANDA FOR DIRECT CONTACTS WITH ANGOLAN OFFICIALS 
(SEE STATE 062055 AND PREVIOUS AVAILABLE FROM EMBASSY 
BRUSSELS FOR DETAILS.) NIGERIAN ROLE HAS NOT AND SHOULD NOT 
BECOME PUBLIC YET. 

4. US MATERIAL ASSISTANCE: AT THE REQUEST OF THE GOZ, THE 
US IS PROVIDING SOME MILITARY ITEMS OTHER THAN ARMS AND 
MUNITIONS TO ASSIST THEM IN THEIR CURRENT CRISIS. A 
CHARTERED SEABOARD WORLD AIRWAYS DC-8 DEPARTED DOVER AFB 
MARCH 15 WITH APPROXIMATELY 35 TONS OF RATIONS, MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES, INDIVIDUAL ITEMS OF CLOTHING (PACKS, UNIFORMS, 

BELTS, BOOTS, ETC.) AND PORTABLE FUEL BLADDERS. ON 

MARCH 21 A SECOND CHARTERED SEABOARD AIRCRAFT (747) WILL 
DEPART FOR ZAIRE WITH APPROXIMATELY 90 TONS OF MILITARY 
MATERIEL, COMPOSED OF C-130 SPARE PARTS, COMMUNICATIONS 
EQUIPMENT, MORE RATIONS AND ITEMS OF CLOTHING, PARACHUTES, 
AND PATROL CRAFT SPARE PARTS. BOTH THE SPARE PARTS FOR 
THE C-130'S AND PATROL CRAFT HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY ORDERED 
UNDER EXISTING FMS CASES. THESE TWO AIRCRAFT LOADS 
COMPRISE THE US RESPONSE TO THE GOZ REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. 
ADDITIONALLY, THE GOVERNMENT HAS REQUESTED FOLLOW-ON 
AMMUNITION, VEHICLE AND COMMUNICATIONS SPARE PARTS, ALL OF 
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WHICH WILL BE TO SUPPORT LIGHT WEAPONS, TRUCKS AND OTHER 
EQUIPMENT ALREADY PROVIDED TO GOZ UNDER PAST FMS CASES. 

THIS REQUEST IS PRESENTLY UNDER REVIEW HERE IN WASHINGTON. 

5. 

POLITICAL SITUATION: WE ARE REPEATING FOR USNATO INFO 
KINSHASA 2321 WHICH CONTAINS EMBASSY'S ANALYTICAL REPORT 
ON POLITICAL FACTORS INVOLVED IN ZAIRE CRISIS. 

6. FOR KINSHASA: PLEASE INCLUDE USNATO AS INFO ADDRESSEE 
ON ALL FUTURE SITREPS. 

VANCE 
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